Expression of glial fibrillary acidic protein by immature oligodendroglia and its implications.
Correlative immunocytochemical and electron-microscopic studies of the subpial region of the human fetal spinal cord between 12-18 weeks of ovulation age revealed immature oligodendroglial cells showing immunoreactive GFAP within both the cytoplasm and its processes. By 17-18 weeks, however, GFAP immunoreactivity is no longer evident within such cells. The expression of GFAP by immature oligodendroglial cells in the developing human fetal spinal cord prior to the formation of compact myelin sheaths supports the hypothesis that oligodendrocytes, along with astrocytes, are ultimately derived from radial glial cells.